- = :
- b §
E gu=i | rclasy

Summer
Pleasures

Easy Weekend Style *-ré; j[:
Romantic Pools | d gl
50 Best House Gifts

Discover the
French Riviera

------
il




LECLR




INSPIRED BY A HISTORIC SEASIDE HOUSE IN SAG HARBOR, ARCHITECT

CAMPION PLATT GIVES AN URBANE TWIST TO NAUTICAL THEMES
TEXT BY DAVID COLMAN - PHOTOGRAPHY BY WILLIAM WALDRON - STYLED BY CAALOS MOTA

When hutune historians ook back,, thesy will sunahy cluck
in wondarment over the slavish devotion that fin-
de-milennium homeowners and their architects paid
to the past. They will also discover that this mind-
el was nowhare mone in evidence than on the east-
arn tip of Long [sland, Mew York. In tha Hamptons,
architectural homages to yesteryear—thal is, to
the earky- 20th-century glory days of pre-incomea-tax
American fortunes—have réeached such epic pro-
porticons that ane would hardly be surprisad to hear
that the workd has suddeniy run out of cedar shingles.

Theinteriors of these gabled monsters tend to ex-
hibit & sirmilar weansome lack of imagination, justi-
fied by words like integrity and appropriateness.
Two responses: yawns and mone yawns.

That's why Elena and Doug Alkin's house feels as
refréshing as the light breeze that blows in off nearty
Sag Harbor Cove the momant you opan the front
door. Thera's not a scrap of blue-and-white ticking
in the place, yet the design of the house never re-
sorts 1o tiresome futurstic tricks, like transparant
walls and plastic furnitura, 10 achieva its freshness.
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YEn AN Tred dw e 1850 houss on a guiet sido
stredt fronting the Cove, Alldn wasn't axactly 0ager
IO UNOHE TAE I8 Mansssd fimcwiiDon &l kreiray 1Mat
{ wiowkd recpuing, But 8he Was @an more neluciant
B0 o LD wilh Qe Of th) BnBA"S Marry Mirwly Dl
MCHARm RN, S imagrhd thal the place had onco
DEsCNged 10 80Md DroSDorous whallng captain,
and the idea of that obd sal, she says, guiced hir
ratiad ungd 10 gat the plach shipshapa tor har Pug-
band, who works in financs in Manhatian, anc
sores, Poater, tern, anc Machael, sévven. But instead of
Bdokdng & Gy rp 1o Nantucket and buving out bain
Sireed aha made a smarter morve: She hirpd archi-
toct and designer Campion Platt, =1 newer could
harve GIong it without hirm,” she says
Flatt was mong than wiling 1o embrace & nautical
thems. But rather than Conjuning Some crusty skip
Eer O 0 O gsad Alal, tha dosgni 100K 8 mon
SOpMEl a0 ApDroach and Channglpd th LrDars
R Harmison, craating his own subthe and imagra-
v takon o0 The Ghast and Mrs. Mus: “Behind & wall




we actually unearthed an old drawing of a captain
with & beard and pipa,” he says. “We used the idea
of this travelng seafarer as a departure point.”

Platt literally rethought tha place from basemant
to roof. The foundation was raised and a dirt-floor
callar was transformed into a fully finished lower
level, completa with laundry room, storage area,
guest bedroom, and rumpus room for the kids.
The galley kitchen (barely big enough to cook for
two) was replaced with an entire kitchen wing. Flatt
opened up the rabbit warren of roomas on the first
fioor 0 thaview out to the back, and to the water,
can be seen from the front door. And a badly fittad-
out attic wes transformed into a master-bedroom
suite, complete with bath, office, sitting area, and
dressing room, S0 even during summer weekends,
when the house is a-clamor with guests and kids,
Mr. and Mrs. have a sancium sancionam,

Beyond the infrastructure, Platt saved his best
reconstructions for the decor, updating traditional






glaments with wit and sly references. Henca, the
blug-and-white motf of the master bedroom fakes
on a modearn adge by being rendered in a bold bo-
tanical pattern. The familiar brass housing of an oid
ship’s clock is given new life whan mounted as an
owverhead light in the den, and milk pails are glorified
as chandeliers in the kitchen. A fishnet, embedded
in vory Vianetian plaster, lends texture and whimsy
to the sacond-floor hallway. And in Peter's bad-
FOCHTY, & sepia-toned photomural of the Montauk
lighthouse lends just a whiff of salt air.

Downstairs, slender, harpoonish curtain rods are
mounted onto nautical brackets and kitted out
with curtain rings that resembile fishhooks—all de-
signed by Platt, "We didn't want to do period, we
only wanted to recall it,” he says. “What Is true lo
the period, though, is the handcrafted alements—
the woodwork, cabinetry, and lighting. Those will
age beautifully and develop the kind of patina that
you wiant in a house like this.”

“It's amazing what he came up with,” says Atkin,
referring as well to the subtle colors and mix of an-
tiques and custom-made pkeces. “If I'd tried to do it
mysalf, it would have bean complately beige and
boring,” $he adds. "l dan't even like Diug bedore,”

So would the old captain approve? It's doubtful
that any mid-18th-century Yankea, used 10 salting
away pennies for spermaceti candies, would ba
anything but agog at Platt's interpratation of sea-
going style. But 1o the modern eye, all too familiar
with an ocean of dull and dutiful nautical imitation,
the Atkin house looks like nothing 50 mMuch as a
comiorting and chic port ina storm. m
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